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tIready been through an ICE de-
tention facility. At the Port Isabel
Center, asylum-seekers are vet
ted and given a chance to make
their case in a courtroom on-site.
If denied asylum or deemed a se-
curity threat. they are deported to
their country of origin. The facility
was just over half full. not flooded
with people. Its staff — many first
or second-generation immigrants
themselves — provide medical care,
mental health services and an en-
richment library

Members of the Border Patrol,
the agents who look for and detain
border crossers between ports of en-
try and at interior checkpoints, also
met with us. Aided by sophisticated
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A woman holds her baby in front of a concertina wire fence on the U.S.-Mexico border in El Paso, Texas, as seen
from Ciudad Juarez, Mexico, on June 4. Officials with Mormon Women for
icans to be more accepting and welcoming of asylum-seekers.

Ethical Government are urging Amer-

surveillance equipment and roads
along border walls, these agents en
counter migrants daily who are de-
hydrated, starving and desperate.
Again, our common humanity be-
came clear as the agents expressed a
desire to be seen not as robots but as
real people who spend much of their
ing migrants, most of whom
they believe are good people seeking
abetter life.

The journeys migrant individu-
als and families are undertaking are
not new. As Liliana Reza of World
Relief declared, “God is not over-
whelmed by migration
ally calls people to migrate.”

Though God is not ove
whelmed, our country is. This is
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his cTying son to “man up.” there’s
a voice from the left telling him
that 1o voice his erns is to
take airtime away from a woman
or someone more marginalized
In many cases. the same prople
Who are urging boys and men to
become more emotionally exy
sive are also taking a moral s

ly feel. For many boys, it can seem
as though their emotions get dis-
missed by both sides. This polit
ical isolation has combined with
existing masculine norms to push
a worrving number of boys into a
kind of resentful, semi-politicized
reciusion.

The statistics are starting to
feel like their own cliché. Over a
quarter of men under 30 say they
have no close friends. Teenage
boys now spend two hours less
week socializing than girls and
they also spend about seven hours
more per week than their female
peers on screens

As a mother of boys. I get a chill
down my spine at these numbers.
And my own research has fed my
fears. 1 talked to boys of all types.
Jocks and incels, papular kids and
socially swkward, rich and poor.
And the same theme came up over
and over for boys who on the face
f it had little else in common
They were lonely.

Some of them were genwine-
Iy isolated. Others had plenty of
friends. But almost all of them
had the nagging sense that some
t important was missing in
friendships. They found
st imy t
their male peers about anything

intimate or express vulnerabil-
ity. One teenager described his
social circle, a group of boys who
had been best friends since kin
dergarten, as a “very unsupport-
ive support system.” Another re-
vealed that he could recall only
one emotionally open conversa-
tion with a male friend in his life.
and that even his twin brother
had not seen him cry in years. But
they felt unable to articulate this
pain or seek help, because of a fear
that, because they were boys, no
one would listen.

As one 20-year-old put it. “If
a man voices any concern, they
get deflected with all of their
so-called privileges.” He added.
“They'd be like, ‘Whatever. Wom
en have suffered more than you
$0 you have no right to complain ™

Almost without exception
the boys 1 talked to craved dos
€r. more emotionally open re
lationships. but had neither the
skills nor the social permission
to change the story

Perhaps it's not surprising that
boys don't know how to listen and
engage with their fr:

no one really engages with theirs.
We are convinced
boys have had mon
trention slready
society. male
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opinions hold cutsized value. But

the world — including

ich have not sign
ly changed since 1986, are inade-
quate to address the current situa-
tion. The unprecedented number of
families and children coming from
many countries and continents are
pushed here by a combination of fac-
tors — threats of violence, corrup-
tion, gang activity, poverty and per-
secution. They are also pulled by our
low unemployment and high stan-
dard of living.

Even if we cannot always pro-
vide them with a home, we can still
do better to act as humane partici-
pants in their journeys.

Immigration law is complex, and
policies are ever-changing. As citi-
zens, we should all be suspicious of
anyone who boils down immigra-
tion issues into a few sound bites.
Ma les
outs

re trying to gain
power by using false information
and oversimplification to stoke fear
and anger.

That fear and anger lead to gre:
er polarization and stall our ability
to find bipartisan solutions, which
the majority of Americans want
We must work together toward a
sensible immigration policy while
respecting the humanity of those,
like Azucena, who want to enter
our country to find safety, fill es
sential jobs .and contribute richly
o our societ;

We invite you to join us as we let
20 of fear and embrace the truth
that it is possible to both secure
the border and treat all people with
compassion and dignity.

Cutler is the immigration
advocacy director at Mormon Wom-
en for Ethical Government. Mere-
dith Gardner is the media literacy
empower director at MWEG. The
views expressed in this commentary
do not necessarily reflect those of Re-
ligion News Service.

daughters than those speaking
to their 4-year-old sons. (Right
from birth, mothers were less
likely to chat back to boys’ ear-
ly sounds.) A more recent study
comparing fathers of boys with
fathers of girls found that fathers
of boys were less attentively en-
gaged with their boys, spent less
time talking about their son's sad
feelings and instead were more
v to roughhouse with them.
¢ even used subtly different
vocabularies when talking with
boys, with fewer feelings-centered
words, and more competition and
winning-focused language.

Spend any time in the mano-
sphere, and it's easy to start to
hate men and boys. The extreme
misogyny. the gleeful hate speech,
the violent threats and thrum of
menace make it hard to summon
much sympathy for male con-
cerns. and easy to forget the ways
that patriarchy harms them, too.

Perhaps it's not surprising that
in the grip of the culture wars,
caring about boys has become
subtly coded as a right-wing cause,
a dog whistle for a kind of bad-
faith politicking. Men have had
way more than their fair share
of our concern alréady, the rea-
soning goes, and now it's time for
them to pipe down. But for boys,
privilege and harm intertwine
in complex ways — male social-
angely destructive
d of indulgence and neglect
Under patriarchy, boys and men
et everything, except the thing
that’s most worth having: human
connection.

Silencing or demonizing boys

the name of progressive ide-
is only reinforcing this prob-
lem, pushing them further into
isolation and defensiveness. The
prescription for creating a gener-
ation of healthier, more socially
and emotionally competent men
is the same in the wider politi-

al discourse as it is in our own

homes — to approach boys gener-
ously rather than punitively. We
need to acknowledge boys” feel-
ings, to talk with our sons in the
same way we do our , to
bear them and empathize rather
than dismiss or minimize, and
gage with them as fully emotion-
al beings.

They are more than ready to
talk. We just need to make sure
we are listening.




